


APA standards are widely used by students. Relatively simple to apply, 
they do not change the visual quality of the text (cited directly in the 
text). 

APA Standards

Application

“There are all kinds of courage,” said Dumbledore, smiling. “It takes a great deal of bravery 
to stand up to our enemies, but just as much to stand up to our friends.”
 

In-text citation : (Rowling & Dale, 1999) 
Citation in the bibliography : Rowling, J., & Dale, J. (1999). Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s 
Stone. New York: Listening Library. 

The + for these standards 
Generally known by students  
Simple and comprehensive for citing authors

The - for these standards
Few examples for documents found online

Chicago Style is an American standard that requires a citation in the 
body of the text, in the same way as the Harvard Reference System. Its 
content is very focused on documents found online. 

Chicago Style

Application

“There are all kinds of courage,” said Dumbledore, smiling. “It takes a great deal of bravery 
to stand up to our enemies, but just as much to stand up to our friends.”

In-text citation : (Rowling and Dale, 1999) 
Citation in the bibliography : Rowling, J. K, and Jim Dale. 1999. Harry Potter and the Sor-
cerer’s Stone. New York: Listening Library. 

The + for this standard
Very comprehensive for online content

The - for this standard
Not very specific about sources with several authors and translations



ABNT standards, unlike the previous standards, require a footnote. These 
standards are applied mainly in Spanish-speaking countries. 

ABNT Standards

Application
 
“There are all kinds of courage,” said Dumbledore, smiling. “It takes a great deal of bravery 
to stand up to our enemies, but just as much to stand up to our friends.”

Footnote: ROWLING, DALE, Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone.
Citation in the bibliography: ROWLING, J. K DALE, JIM. Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s 
Stone. New York: Listening Library, 1999. 

For further informations
Below you will find links to PDFs detailing these standards’ characteris-
tics.
Send your students the one that you select for your regulatory 
framework. 

HARVARD REFERENCE SYSTEM

APA STANDARDS

CHICAGO STYLE

ABNT STANDARDS

The + for these standards
Comprehensive 
Specific details about how to cite online documents

The - for these standards
No instruction for how to cite translated documents

http://content.compilatio.net/documents/EN_COMPILATIO_Harvard%20Reference%20System.pdf
http://content.compilatio.net/documents/EN_COMPILATIO_APA%20Citations%20standards.pdf
http://content.compilatio.net/documents/EN_COMPILATIO_Chicago-style-citation-standard.pdf
http://content.compilatio.net/documents/EN_COMPILATIO_ABNT%20Citations%20standards.pdf

